
 

 
 
 

Istanbul Policy Center, Bankalar Caddesi, No:2 Minerva Han, Karaköy, 34420 Istanbul, Turkey 
P +90 212 292 4939      F +90 212 292 4957    E-mail: ipc@sabanciuniv.edu 

ipc.sabanciuniv.edu 

 

ISTANBUL POLICY CENTER-SABANCI UNIVERSITY-STIFTUNG MERCATOR INITIATIVE 

cordially invites you to the 9th Mercator-IPC Talk 

Mosques in Europe and Turkey  

Faith and Aesthetics in Public Space 

 

organized by 

Nilüfer Göle  
(Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales; Mercator-IPC Senior Fellow) 

 
Chair 

Fuat Keyman 
(Istanbul Policy Center; Director) 

 
 Panelists  

Emre Arolat 
(Emre Arolat Architects) 

 

Paul Böhm 
(BÖHM & PTNRS) 

 

Cihan Buğdacı 
(Gentlemen A.R.T.) 

 
Wednesday, December 18, 2013, 18:30 

Istanbul Policy Center  

Organized in the context of Mercator-IPC Senior Fellowship and as a follow-up event of the ERC 
research project entitled “Islam in the making of a European Public Sphere” of Nilüfer Göle, the panel 
aims to bring together social scientists and architects in order to engage in a comparative discussion 
regarding mosques. The mosque debate points to a series of sociological issues ranging from the 
place of faith in public space, the language of the sermon in migrant contexts, and the adaptation of 
mosques within the European landscape. Mosques represent different meanings according to their 
size, location, and scale: Invisible prayer rooms, mosques of the neighborhood, or mosques as a new 
marker of the city. Should mosques in Europe replicate the home countries’ traditional/national 
styles, or find new vernacular forms? Can mosques be perceived in urban life as a micro public 
sphere bringing together different publics, both pious and secular, migrant and European? The 
debates on the aesthetics of transparency, spirituality, and visibility are closely related with the ways 
in which Islam is reconfigured in space both in Muslim majority and Muslim migrant countries. 
Several mosque projects in Istanbul, Cologne, and Rotterdam can serve as a point of entry for 
discussing issues of aesthetics, faith, and publics.  
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The event will be held in English and Turkish. Simultaneous translation will be provided. Following 
the event a cocktail reception will be held. Please RSVP to Gülcihan Çiğdem (e-mail: 
gulcihanc@sabanciuniv.edu, tel. +90 212 292 4939 ext. 1417) by December 13, 2013.  


