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Project meeting in Brasilia at the Center of Sustainable
Development
Gobernanza Ambiental en
América Latina y el Caribe

The primary aim of ENGOV is to generate new
knowledge on how environmental governance is
shaped in Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC).
The focus will be on new developments and policies
that enable or prevent the dual goal of ending
poverty and protecting natural resources. Another
important aim of ENGOV is to develop a more
integrative analytical framework on environmental
governance and natural resource use in LAC.

PÁGINA WEB
More information on the project activities, results
and publications, and a video introducing the
artners can be found at www.engov.eu

From 13 to 16 June, around 25 researchers met in Brasilia to discuss ongoing
research of the eight thematic groups of ENGOV. After the writing of the Analytical
Framework Reports, which can be found at the ENGOV website (www.engov.eu),
a range of case-studies have been initiated. When ready, full research papers will
also be uploaded to the website.

National Park Chapada dos Veadeiros

ENGOV meeting at the CDS-UnB building

The productive meeting was hosted by the Center of Sustainable Development
of the University of Brasilia (CDS-UnB) in its pleasant large meeting room. During
the breaks, the Central do Cerrado offered the group a taste of the many flavors
of the eco-region in which Brasilia is located: the tropical savanna that is called
Cerrado. The group also made a short trip into the Cerrado, visiting the National
Park Chapada dos Veiadeiros.
The next project meeting will take place in Mexico in November 2012, and is
connected to the Latin American and Caribbean Conference of Social Sciences
of CLACSO (6-9 November).

Mineral Explosion in Latin America: Roundtable about Impacts
on Territorial Development and Indigenous Groups
Public event (QuartaSustentavel) of ENGOV at the Center of Sustainable Development of the University of Brasilia (CDS-UnB), 13 June 2012, with Carlos Larrea,
Mariana Walter, Barbara Hogenboom, Othon Leonardos, Melissa Curi and Fabiano Toni (chair).
As an introduction to the theme, Barbara Hogenboom(CEDLA-UvA) put forward
that Latin America is going through a ‘mineral explosion’ that is transforming
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large territories and causing many local tensions and protests. Contrary to what
one might expect, the current governments in the region generally prefer to ignore the problematic environmental and power dimensions of this crucial trend.

Public event (Quarta Sustentável) of ENGOV

Carlos Larrea (UASB-SQ) and Mariana Walter (ICTA-UAB) presented the case of
Intag in Ecuador. Large-scale copper mining in that region is threatening the
cloud forest area covering the North-western flanks of the Andean mountains.
Their study shows that an alternative development scenario for the region, based
on eco-tourism, in the long run would offer more local jobs and more income. On
the contrary, mining produces only short time local gains, while the destruction of
the natural habitat remains as a lasting legacy for decades or more.
Melissa Curi and Othon Leonardos (CDS-UnB) discussed the situation of mining
in Brazil, which has an immense diversity of indigenous communities spread
throughout the nation. With the Constitution of 1988 and several international
treaties, indigenous groups were granted more rights. In practice, however, these
rights are often contested when powerful actors like mining companies and agribusiness try to get access to indigenous lands. Indigenous peoples themselves
have performed mining for over centuries, for instance to get metals for their
works of art, but this is a completely different way of mining than those of large
companies. Despite the many problems with large-scale mining in Brazil, it is still
not as harmful as the large-scale agriculture that is taking place in many parts of
the Amazon and the Cerrado (savanna).
In the discussion with the audience a wide range of questions was raised about
the current development model, the roles of the state and the private sector, the
necessity (or not) of mining, the precarious situation of many indigenous and
other local communities, and institutional issues like new legislation and royalties. The rapid expansion of mining is a cause of great concern, the discussion
showed, but information about what’s happening is not easily available. As Othon
Leonardos said, we need to become more aware of the many crimes that are
taking place against nature and against humanity.

Protests during celebration
of Rio+20 Conference
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Interview with Hector Sejenovich
Q: Are you going to Rio +20 and if yes, why?

Héctor Sejenovich
Professor at the Instituto de
Investigación Gino Germani
(IIGG) in Buenos Aires,
Argentina and coordinator
in ENGOV of the research
theme Analysing Poverty and
Sustainable Development.

Yes, I will go to Rio to do a research for the ENGOV project. I am working
together with the NGO CienciaSolidaria to look at the different actors that participate in the events and compare that to the first Rio Conference in 1992.
What I see is that there is a lot less union between the civil society actors than
before and it seems that the theme of Green Economy is polarising the playing
field even more.

Q: What do you consider to be important themes at Rio +20
There have been a lot of changes since the last Rio conference, but what
has not changed is our globalised production system. We can diminish a lot
of environmental problems by using modern technology, but we continue to
rely on a system that keeps on getting bigger and beyond our comprehension. Problems of contamination of our environment for example are getting
completely out of hand. Instead of debating the theme of Green Economy, we,
as environmentalists, would like to see other themes on the agenda, like for
example the reduction of CO2 emission by developed countries. And it is not
enough to reach a signed commitment of some politicians that they will give
more attention to these problems, we want sturdy agreements that will be
lived up to. Many countries are not even sending their presidents by the way,
indicating the level of attention given to this.

Q: What expectations do you have?
I hope to be wrong, but it is most likely that not a lot will change after this event.
But maybe, in the best of all circumstances, the size of the meetings and all the
events around it will help to raise awareness with a number of politicians that
may help to improve things.

----------------After the conference, we asked Hector:
Q: How was your time in Rio de Janeiro and what did you do?
We have interviewed a large part of the non-governmental networks that came to
the meetings. Many of them indicate that the public conscience about the rela“Cúpula dos Povos” at Rio +20
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tionship between environmental problems and poverty is growing and that today,
more than ever, it is necessary to take action and fight for a more sustainable and
participative worldwide development. At the same time, we’ve seen little willingness from the developed countries to take responsibility for the serious situation
we are currently in and generate a substantial and positive change. Results these
countries presented were the ones we already knew about, like energy savings
and waste recycling, but no fundamental solutions were designed to avoid the very
grave problems of climate change and resource destruction.
Carlos Larrea
Professor at the Simon Bolívar
Andean University (UASB) in
Quito, Ecuador and former
Technical Adviser of the YasuniITT Initiative. He is a researcher
in ENGOV for the research theme
Historicising Unequal Resource
Distribution.

Interview with Carlos Larrea
Q: Are you going to Rio+20 and if yes, why?
Yes, I will participate, but not in the official conference. My objective is to present the
Ecuadorian experience of putting the rights of nature into the country’s Constitution.
Ecuador is the first country world-wide to do this and therefore is an example to the
international community. I will present this topic at a side-event organised by the University of Brazil in Rio de Janeiro.
Q: What do you consider to be important themes at Rio+20

Event of Indigenous groups at
“Cúpula dos Povos” at Rio +20

Well, I see Rio+20 as a unique opportunity to make important steps towards a more
sustainable economy worldwide. This has not been dealt with sufficiently by the international community, because other themes were given priority than the theme of
climate change for example. Despite efforts to come to agreements – the Kyoto protocol – since 2009 we can see that things have reached a deadlock. We need a new
impulse to move these processes and Rio+20 is a good opportunity for this. Another
theme of great importance is Biodiversity. We are currently facing a massive rate of
unprecedented biodiversity loss. We depend on these natural systems and destroying
them means we lose. It is time we start making agreements and Rio+20 could well
serve for this. Finally, I also think that the theme of Environmental Justice should be
addressed. It is time we move that issue forward.
Q: What expectations do you have for the outcomes?
To be honest, I do not have very high expectations. Of course, the theme of Green
Economy that was chosen has important elements but the main critique is that it relies
too much on market mechanisms and in order to make a real difference we have to
go further than that.
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ENGOV Session at ISEE2012 Conference during Rio+20
On 18 June, there was a Special Session of ENGOV on ‘Environmental Governance
in Latin America’, chaired by Joan Martinez-Alier (ICTA-UAB), at the ISEE2012 conference in Rio de Janeiro. The conference of the International Society of Ecological
Economics was held in the context of the Rio+20 events around the UN Earth Summit. In the session, David Barkin (UAM-Xoc.) presented his ideas about ‘Governance
from below as a challenge to environmental governance’, Barbara Hogenboom
(CEDLA-UvA) talked about her analytical approach with respect to ‘Chinese influences in Latin America’s mineral governance’, Héctor Sejenovich (IIGG) presented
some of his work on ‘Natural equity accounts and environmental perspectives of
the economy’, while Mariana Walter (ICTA-UAB), who had organized the session,
presented insights about ‘What can we know about ecological distribution conflicts
from a national Material Flow Accounting? The case of Argentina (1970-2009)’.
Robert Moran, an expert on mining and water, acted as discussant.
Recent ENGOV publications:
Baud, Michiel, Fábio de Castro & Barbara Hogenboom (2011) “Environmental Governance in Latin America: Towards an Integrative Research Agenda” (Exploraciones/Explorations), European Review of Latin American and Caribbean Studies
90, April 2011, p. 79-88 http://www.cedla.uva.nl/20_research/pdf/ENGOV/
april_2011_revista_90.pdf (a Portuguese has been published in Ambiente e
Sociedade, see: http://www.scielo.br/pdf/asoc/v14n2/02.pdf) [CEDLA].
Urkidi, Leire, and Mariana Walter (2011) “Dimensions of environmental justice in antigold mining movements in Latin America”, Geoforum 42, p. 683–695 [ICTA].
Martinez-Alier, J., Kallis, G., Veuthey, S., Walter, M. and Temper, L. (2011) “Social Metabolism, Ecological Distribution Conflicts and Valuation Languages”, Ecological
Economics 70(2): 153-158 [ICTA].
Toni, F. & I.A.R. Ferreira (2011) “De quem é o carbono? Descentralização, recentralização e a implementação do REDD+ no Brazil”, in S. Sauer & W. Almeida
(Orgs.) Terras e Territóriosna Amazônia: Demandas, Desafios e Perspectivas,
Brasília, Editora UnB [CDS].
Hogenboom, Barbara, “Depoliticized and Repoliticized Minerals in Latin America”, Journal
of Developing Societies June 2012 28: 133-158, Special Issue: The New Politics of
Mineral Extraction in Latin America, Vol. 28, No. 2, June 2012, Guest editor: Barbara
Hogenboom see also: http://jds.sagepub.com/content/current [CEDLA]

For all ENGOV output, including
publications, please visit:
www.engov.eu

Muradian, Roldan, Mariana Walter, Joan Martinez-Alier, “Hegemonic transitions and
global shifts in social metabolism: Implications for resource-rich countries”.
Introduction to the special section, Global Environmental Change, Available
online, ISSN 0959-3780, (http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/
S0959378012000283) [ICTA]
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