David Aubin, Astronomical tables as work, 16th-18th centuries

Abstract: Astronomical tables often embodied a massive amount of work. Whether celebrated or
hidden, the work that went into compiling or computing astronomical tables will be investigated in
this talk. We first review various conceptions of work in history. We then examine the way table
making was conceived as work practice. We finally turn to considerations of table making as
collective work that has to be organized.



