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2016 Summer School 

China and Europe: Challenges for the future ? 
 

1st - 6th September 

Hosted at the University of Oxford China Centre 

China and Europe form two large blocs on the 

global landscape. They face many similar challenges 

in the 21st century – political legitimacy, urban 

growth, ageing populations, corruption, economic 

and social development - and the question of 

international co-existence in a world order. These 

questions will form the heart of an exciting week-

long summer school to take place at the new China 

Centre at St Hugh's College, the University of 

Oxford, with leading international experts from 

Europe and China to stimulate our discussions, 

working groups, debates, panels, and to give keynote talks.  

Key questions to be discussed each day include: 
 

 DEMOGRAPHIC CHALLENGES Can aging Chinese and European populations support themselves economically and 

socially? What about intergenerational justice, changing patterns of migration, migration benefits and experiences ?  

 CRISES OF LEGITIMACY Why is legitimacy of governance under question in China and Europe? What about economic 

success, tradition, participation, democratic reform ?   

 COMPARATIVE CORRUPTION What are the patterns and extent of corruption in China and Europe? Who is to blame, what 

is the place of the culture, enterprise, institutions, political systems, popular attitudes, the rule of law ? 

 THE FUTURE OF CITIES Who should have power and influence over decision-making in Chinese and European cities? 

What is the role for new technology, changing social patterns, emotions and cultural depictions of urban change ?  

 STRATEGIES FOR ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION What are the main characteristics of Chinese and European 

economic and social strategies? What is success, who benefits, what about institutional reform ? 

  RELATIONS IN A MULTI-POLAR WORLD Can the same theories help to understand both Chinese and European approaches 

to international relations? How are foreign and domestic policies related, what risks are apparent, what are the goals, 

what key factors matter, how will China and Europe co-exist ? 
 

This Summer School is designed for graduate students from Europaeum universities. We will also have graduates participating 

from Chinese universities. All local costs will be covered (apart from travel). Applications in the form of a CV (max. 2 pages), one 

letter of recommendation, a letter of motivation, and if you wish to give a brief paper include an abstract, all to go to the 

Europaeum Office. Please send your applications as soon as possible, no later than early August, as selections have now began. 

Europaeum activities are participatory and engaging, and involve talks and lectures from expert academics and professionals as 

well as younger scholars, together with working groups and debates.  

 
SPEAKERS: Rana Mitter (Oxford), Jiwei Ci (Hong Kong), Vivienne Shue (Oxford), Bai Tongdong (Fudan), George Magnus 

(Oxford), Isabel Hilton (China dialogue), Stefan Auer (Hong Kong), Xinzhong Yao (Renmin), Michael Pinto-Duschinsky, 

Jonathan Scheele (Oxford), Dr Ewan Smith (Oxford), Professor Jialing Luo (Oxford), Dr Igor I Calzada (Oxford), Sarah 

Harper (Oxford) Franck Duvell (Oxford), Wang Yujie (Renmin), Wu Chengqiu (Oxford/Fudan), Dr Hartmut Mayer (Oxford), Dr 

Robert Harris (Oxford/LMU).  


