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In a vast majority of works, Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) are questionned through the
analysis of their uses and the determination of the figures of the user. Researchers hardly ever focus on the
notion of “public,” whose acceptations, both as a substantive (the public) and an adjective (public) seem a priori
barely appropriate, though it is central in the studies of media and their reception. However, recipient activity and
relationship to individuals have developped with Web 2.0, allowing the emergence of collective instances (online
communities, social digital networks) that can be thought via the notion of public. This work aims at deepening
the furrow ploughed opened by a few pioneer researchers, through an ensemble of contributions offering varied
theoretical frames and analysis methods, so as to assess the relevance of resorting to the notion of public when
analysing ICT.
This works is composed of three sections – “Making it public using ICT,” “Being part of the ICT’s public” and
“Re(thinking) publics using ICT” –, preceded by three texts defining the general theoretical framework within
which the fifteen papers fall.
Pierre Morelli is a senior lecturer in Information and Communication Sciences at the University of Lorraine, and
a member of “Pixel,” a research group focusing on the ICT within the Centre de recherche sur les médiations
(Crem). He has published, among other things, works on the use and non-use of ICT, the artistic, cultural and social
aspects of ICT, and territorial communication and development.
Nathalie Pignard-Cheynel is a senior lecturer in Information and Communication Sciences at the University of
Lorraine, and a member of “Pixel,” a research group focusing on the ICT within the Centre de recherche sur les
médiations (Crem). She works on the mutations of journalistic practices in the digital era, including the use of
social digital networks, the emergence of formats such as live-blogging and the participation of net-users in the
construction process of online information.
Didier Baltazart is a senior lecturer in Information and Communication Sciences at the University of Reims
Champagne-Ardenne, and a member of “Pixel,” a research group focusing on the ICT within tCentre de recherche
sur les médiations (Crem). He studies the evolution of professions in higher education in the digital era, including
the conditions and nature of the changes linked to the digital mediatisation of academic knowledge.
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