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Structure of the presentation

 Jerusalem’s municipal history

 The “material” aspects of the municipal archive project – a short 
digression into palaeography

 The issues dealt with in the municipal minutes –  a bottom-up perspective 
on Jerusalem’s development 

 The provincial yearbooks as the imperial mirror of local authorities: the 
appearance and disappearance of Jerusalem? 

 From the municipal archives to the “Open Jerusalem” project: some 
perspectives and questions

 From the public to the private and back again:  searching Jerusalem’s 
Ottoman citadinité in collective memory and autobiographical writings



The Ottoman municipality of Jerusalem, 1917

Source: Library of Congress



The municipal council minutes

Building permit log book cover page 



Palaeographic aspects

From the defter of 1326 (1910)



Palaeographic aspects

List of bread prices, 1898



Rental agreement
1326 (1910)



A standard rental agreement form
1314 (1898)



The provincial yearbooks as the imperial mirror of local authorities: 
the appearance and disappearance of Jerusalem 



District of Jerusalem, 1286 h. (1869-70)
 



Jerusalem’s municipal council in 1286 (1870)



Opening Jerusalem’s Archives: For a Connected History of 
Citadinité in the Holy City (1840-1940)

 Five-year project based at the University of Paris-Est 
Marne-la-Vallée (UPEM) and directed by Vincent Lemire

 Financed by the European Research Council (ERC)

 Website: http://openjlem.hypotheses.org

http://openjlem.hypotheses.org/


From the public to the private and back again:  searching Jerusalem’s 
Ottoman citadinité in collective memory and autobiographical writings
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