
ETHNOARCHAEOLOGY OF FIRE
SYMPOSIUM

Although fire is ubiquitous among humans and it appears to have been 
so for at least hundreds of thousands of years, its study as an artifact is 
relatively recent due to its sedimentary nature.

ArchaeologistsArchaeologists are only now beginning to properly document and 
sample combustion residues for their study as artifacts and to realize 
their potential as sinks of behavioral information. Thus, nowadays ar-
chaeological combustion features are analyzed at different scales using 
a variety of techniques to explore their spatial distribution, formation 
and composition. As a result, we are beginning to document functional, 
technological and other behavioral aspects of fire in archaeological 
huntehunter-gatherer contexts from different regions and time periods.

As we advance in this direction, it is important to assess the potential of 
ethnoarchaeological investigations as important sources of analogy to 
approach anthropogenic fire. Thus, it appears necessary to expand the 
ethnoarchaeological analytic methodology toward the documentation 
of traditional fire-related behavior in ways that are comparable to the 
archaeological sedimentary record.

The aim of the meeting “Ethnoarchaeology of fire” is to offer an open 
space for discussion and exchange, under the form of invited lectures, 
poster presentations and general discussions. We will present case stud-
ies and lay out the main avenues of ethnoarchaeological research that is 
currently being carried out relating to anthropogenic fire. 

Ethnoarchaeological case-studies on anthropogenic fire in subarctic 
and tropical environments will address different questions such as 
quantitative aspects of fire management, seasonality, site-formation 
processes, and fuel and heat use through the lens of different analytical 
methods. 

WWe will illustrate and discuss current research on the topic of anthropo-
genic fire in ethnographic/archaeological contexts worldwide, focusing 
on three main themes: 
1) Anthropogenic fire in the ethnographic record, 2) Archaeology of fire 
and 3) Hunter-gatherer ethnoarchaeology and fire. 

Registration and poster abstract submission deadline: 
15 December, 2016

Registration is free for all participants and assistants.

Abstracts should be less than 200 words and must be focused in 
one of the three main themes. To register, please fill in our regis-
tration form and send it to: 

aureade.henry@cepam.cnrs.fraureade.henry@cepam.cnrs.fr

Venue: Instituto Universitario de Bio-Orgánica Antonio 
González, Av. Astrofísico Francisco Sánchez 2, 38206

Tenerife, La Laguna, Spain

9-12th February, 2017

Archaeological Micromorphology and Biomarkers (AMBI Lab)
Instituto Universitario de Bio-Orgánica Antonio González

Av. Astrofísico Francisco Sánchez 2, 38206
Tenerife, Spain

In addition to our invited guest lectures, we will include several 
poster sessions where each participant will have a time slot of 5-10 
minutes to do a formal presentation of his/her work. Discussion ses-
sions will be open to all attending the meeting.

Also a fieldtrip to the Teide National Park is programmed for Saturday 
11th.
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Thursday 9th Friday 10th Saturday 11th

Sunday 12th

Welcome & Introduction. Carolina Mallol, AMBI Lab, Spain

Ethnoarchaeology of fuel use under cold climates (Eastern Si-
beria, North America): towards a better understanding of pre-
historic fire-related activities? Auréade Henry, Evgenja Za-
davskaya & Sylvie Beyries, CNRS-UMR 7264 CEPAM, 
France & State University of Blagoveshchensk, Russian 
Federation

Pastoralist Geo-Ethnoarchaeology in Eastern Mongolia: mi-
cro-characterization of stabling spaces and dung fuel manage-
ment in mobile communities. Cheryl Makarewicz & Natalia 
Égüez, GSHDL, Institute for Pre- and Protohistoric Archae-
ology. Christian-Albrechts-Universität, Kiel, Germany

Foraging with fire among the Hadza. Brian M. Wood & 
Jacob A. Harris, Department of Anthropology, Yale Uni-
versity, US

Fire, mobility and seasonality among Nenets of the Yamal 
Peninsula (Russian Federation). Sven Haakanson, 
Department of Anthropology, University of 
Washington, US

The formation of anthropogenic fire residues in tropical forests. 
David Friesem, McDonald Institute for Archaeological 
Research, University of Cambridge, UK

Tracking Ancient Geophytes and Pre-Agricultural Carbohy-
drate Revolutions in Texas. Alston Thoms, Texas A&M Uni-
versity, College Station, US

Coffee Break
Coffee Break

Poster presentations 1: Anthropogenic fire in the ethnographic 
record

Poster presentations 2: Archaeology of fire

Poster presentations 3: Hunter-gatherer ethnoarchaeology and  
fire

Poster Session 1 & Coffee Break

Poster Session 2 & Coffee Break

Poster Session 3 & Coffee Break

Discussion

Social Dinner

Field Trip (Teide National Park)

Discussion

General Discussion

Publication Meeting

Lunch Break

Lunch Break
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