
„Ye Jacobites by Name –  
nationhood, religious identity  

and political separatism  
in 18th-century Britain“  

 

Welcome to our introductory session! 
 

• Where are you from and what are your subjects? 
• Why are you interested in this course? 
• Have you ever dealt with British / Scottish history 

before? 
• How familiar are you with the 18th century and 

Enlightenment Europe? 
• What would you like to learn?  
• How many credit points do you need? 
 



Who is your teacher and what will be the 
objective of this course? 

 
• My name is Monika Barget. I am an early modern historian and 

member of the international research group „Early Modern 
Revolts“ at University of Konstanz. My research interests include 
political theory and constitutional history. 

• This course will give you an introduction into British history of the 
18th century but also help you deal with questions of political 
identity and state formation in general. 

• You will learn about political media and political terminology in 
early modern Europe. This is why this course will equip you for 
further research in the period from around 1500 to 1800. 

• This course is especially aimed at ERASMUS students and students 
who would like to spend time in the English-speaking world. 

• My course programme is flexible enough to respond to your 
interests and needs. Although the course itself is taught in English, 
you may also hand in assignments in German or French. 
 

TWO MODERN REASONS TO ATTEND A COURSE ON 
EARLY MODERN BRITISH HISTORY: 

Scottish nationalism & the 
Independence Referendum of 2014 

The 2016 BREXIT Referendum 



CONSTITUTION? 

1. nation-building / territorial expansion 

2. religious identity in a multiconfessional Europe 

3. participation / political separatism 

What period of time will we be looking at? 

• 1688-89: the so-called Glorious Revolution 
• 1714: the accession of the German House of 

Hanover to the thrones of Britain and Ireland 
• 1715: Jacobite Rebellion led by the Earl of Mar 
• 1745-46: Jacobite Rebellion led by Prince 

Charles Edward Stuart (Bonnie Prince Charlie), 
King James II‘s grandson 



What contemporary sources will we analyse? 

• Newspaper articles and newssheets 
• Visual material, e.g. portraits, caricatures and 

illustrated broadsides 
• Poems and folk songs written in the 18th century 
• Political treatises / biographies 
• Sermons 
-> all sources are made available on ILIAS, our digital 
learning platform! 

 

How can I enrol on ILIAS and  
how do I use it? 



Log in with your university user name  
and (e-mail) password! 

Search for our course or  
enter the permanent URL! 



Check out the up-coming sessions or take a look 
at the media folders! 

Use the forum to share thoughts with the group or 
ask a question which you would like to discuss in 

class! 



What are possible topics for individual sessions 
 and / or presentations and assignments? 

1. Historical background of the Glorious Revolution and Scottish anti-unionism, 
overview of sources and secondary literature (Monika) 
 
2. Jacobitism and the press – reporting the ’15 and the ’45 in European and 
American newspapers 
 
3. The Jacobite movement in 18th-century visual culture – portraits and caricatures 
 
4. Jacobite and Hanoverian preaching in Britain, Ireland and North America 
 
5. ‘Ye Jacobites by name’ – Jacobitism in poetry and folk song 
 
6. Jacobitism and the constitution – legitimising monarchy and punishing treason in 
eighteenth-century Britain (Monika) 
 
7. Telling the Jacobite story – political treatises, biographies and historiography of 
the later 18th century  
 
8. informal, voluntary film session? (Monika) 
 

 

2. Jacobitism and  
the press –  

reporting the ’15  
and the ’45 in 
European and 

American 
newspapers 



3. The Jacobite movement in 18th-century 
visual culture – portraits and caricatures 

4. Jacobite and Hanoverian preaching in Britain, 
Ireland and North America 

„My Brethren, it is our Duty and Interest to be 
truly loyal to his Majesty on the Throne, and to be 
zealous for the support of his undoubted Title to 
the Crown of these Realms. Under God, he is the 
Defender of our Civil and Religious Liberties. And 
there is a Connexion between his Interest and 
ours. The British Constitution is so wise and good, 
that the Prince on the Throne cannot have an 
Inteest distinct from that of his People. (…) And as 
the present Pretender to the Throne of his 
Majesty sets up on the Foot of a divine, 
hereditary, and indefeasible Right, this constitutes 
him a Tyrant, and an Enemy to our Constitution. 
(…) All true Protestants have one Interest, in the 
support of which they should be firmly united.“  
 
(Rev. James Moody, Presbyterian minister of 
Newry, County Armagh, Nothern Ireland, 1745) 



5. „Ye Jacobites by name“ –  
Jacobitism in poetry and folk song 

7. Telling the Jacobite story – political treatises, 
biographies and historiography of the later 18th 

century  

e.g. James Johnstone: 
Memoirs of the 
Rebellion in 1745  
and 1746, printed in 
London, 1820. 



8. Jacobites on stage and screen – 19th-century 
drama and 20th-century movies 

William Thomas Moncrieff: 
Bonnie Prince Charlie, London 1887 

Anthony Kimmins / Alexander Korda: 
Bonnie Prince Charlie, GB 1948 

Graham Holloway: 
Chasing the Deer.  
The tragedy of Culloden Moor, 
 SCO 1994 

Scheduling our term together: 

• Which of the proposed sub-topics interest you 
most? 

• Who would like to do a presentation? 
• In what order should we tackle the different 

topics? 
• Would you like to meet up for a (longer) film 

session? 
• When are the in-coming students going home? 



What you should do until we meet again: 

• Make yourselves familiar with ILIAS and the material which I 
have uploaded. Take the time to listen to the songs and take a 
look at the images.  

• Decide what topic you would like to present in class or what 
topic you would like to write about in an essay. 

• Read the brief introduction The Glorious Revolution on 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/civil_war_revolution/glori
ous_revolution_01.shtml 

• Read the article Parliament and Politics on 
http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/themes/politics 

• Read the article England, Scotland and the Treaty of Union, 
1706-08 on http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/england-
scotland-and-treaty-union-1706-08 
 
 

I.1. The rise and fall of Stuart rule in Britain: 
• 1603: James I, Queen Elizabeth I‘s Scottish, accedes to the thrones of Scotland, England and 

Ireland (personal union).  
• 1649: James‘s second son, King Charles I, is executed in London and monarchy is abolished. 
• 1660: Charles II, Charles I‘s second son, becomes king and monarchy is restored. 
• 1688: Charles II‘s Catholic brothers, King James II, is forced to abdicate the throne of 

England and flees to France. Dutch stadtholder William of Orange becomes William III of 
England and shares the crown with his wife Mary Stuart, Protestant daughter to James II. 

• 1701: Church and Parliament aim to settle the English succession by law, henceforth 
excluding Catholics from the throne and public office. („Act of Settlement“). 

• 1704: The Parliament of Scotland passes the „Act of Security“ in response to arbitrary 
English provisions to place Electress Sophie of Hanover on the throne.  

• 1705: The English Parliament threatens to cut trade and free movement between the two 
countries (“Alien Act”) in order to extort Scottish consent. 

• 1707: The “Union with Scotland Act” passed by the Parliament of England in 1706 and the 
“Union with England Act” passed by the Parliament of Scotland in 1707 fully unite the two 
hitherto autonomous kingdoms. Large Scottish earldoms and influential families profit from 
the union, but religious and cultural specifics of Scotland are in danger of extinction. 

• 1714: George Louis, Elector of Hanover, is proclaimed King George I of Great Britain. 


