
 
 
Panel „Editing history“ at the Harvard-Yale Conference on Book History 2014: 
 
Our next panel is dedicated to early modern historiography, and I think that Emily and Andrew have 
wisely chosen the title “editing history”. Historiography is, after all, more than “writing history” in the 
sense of a creative act sprung from the individual author’s experience and imagination. 
Historiography rather means a complex examination of genre and political surroundings which 
restructure commemoration of the past and shape narratives for the future. 
In our first talk, David de Boer, research associate at the Mahindra Humanities Center, will present 
concepts of authorship, objectivity and censorship in revolt literature in the Dutch Republic. As 
member of the international research group “Revolts as Communicative Events” – based at the 
University of Konstanz in Germany – David explores how political writers of the 17th century aimed to 
strike a balance between the authorities’ wish to bury violent uprisings in oblivion, and a public 
demand for explanatory commemoration. 
Analyzing different printed media, David seeks to provide insight into early modern relations of 
public knowledge, civic peace, and the transmission of truth.  
The second talk in this panel equally focuses on 17th century historiography, but draws our attention 
from Europe to late Ming China.  
Devin Fitzgerald is Ph.D. candidate at Harvard University, and his reflections on how Zhang Mingzhen 
read Ming History are part of his exciting dissertation project. Devin is especially concerned with the 
impact of the Manchu attempts to invade South China on the Ming readers’ perceptions of their own 
past. Apart from printed comments, Devin will also take unpublished notes into consideration. 
Both David de Boer and Devin Fitzgerald are going to remind us that histories are not a genre aloof 
from their very subjects, but rather “history in progress”. I am very much looking forward to their 
talks and our discussions. So please help me welcome David and Devin. 


