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The notarial register of Martin Fernandez of Ruiforco (1468). A public scribe in
the County of Luna (Ledn)
by Francisco Javier AlvareZarbajal

1 - Introduction?

Studies o royal and municipal iplomaticshave siccessfully documented the
notarial professioand its appointment mechanismd.ate Medieval Castile
Seigneurial ghlomatic studies, on the other hahaye failed to shred light on the

preciseconditions under which nofat praxis was performed iBagilian lordships.

!Thisresearcvas devel oped within t he fupdeddbgthesGoverinéheof er o Oc ho
the Principality of Asturias (Gobierno del Principado de Asturias). | would like also to convey my
acknowledgments to Manuel Carriedo Tejfrohis valuabléhelp in theCentro de Documentacion del
Archivo Historico de Caja Espafias well as to Yolanda Rubio, his successor, for assisting me during
the final study of the originals.

% This paper is intended to ba Bnglishsummary of the original workvhose ams were the critical

edition anddiplomaticstudy of the 1468 notarial register held in the Archivo de los Condes de%ema.
F.J.ALVAREZ-CARBAJAL, El registro del notario Martin Fernandez de Ruiforco (1468). Un escribano
publico en el condado de Lun@evilla, 2014. Available mine:
<http://cartulario.es/02_PUBLICACIONES/PUBLICACIONES_PRINCIPAL/PREMIO%20INVESTIG
ACION/LIBRO%20DIGITAL%20Ganador%20Convocatoria%202012_1%20PREMIO%20SECCTTHH
%20F%20JAVIER%20ALVAREZ%200PTI.pdf>

% The reference work is stiM. L. PARDO RODRIGUEZ, Sefiores y escribanos: el notariado andaluz entre
los siglos XIV y XVISevilla, 2002Yet there is actually a relevant delay in Spain concerning the study of
the Castilian seignorial chanceries. Seé@.R.BRUHL (ED.): Landesherrlich&kanzleien im Spatmittelalter

: Referate zum Vinternationalen Kongress fur Diplomatik, Miinchen 1988inchen, 1984 PARDO
RODRIGUEZ Huelva y GibraleénDocumentos para su historia. (128295, Huelva, 1980A. J.LOPEZ
GUTIERREZ i Consi deeladocunentaci®n sefortalrde la Baja Edad Media Castellana. Un

model o: C®Gades 111(1988) ap.,12134;ID. AfiDocumentaci -n seforial y
de Cogolludo en el Archivo Ducal de Medinaceli (1476 3 Hjstoria. InstitucionesDocumentos10

(1983), pp. 194;ID. iuUn documento sefori al de no @\dtaba mi ent o d¢
(1984), pp. 519;ID., Documentacion del sefiorio de Cogolludo en el Archivo Ducal de Medinaceli(1176

1530), Zaragoza1989;PARDO RODRIGUEZ, iAportaci-n al estudio de | os do
sefiorio de Medinaceli (13684 5 4 ) Bbpasadorhistorico de Castillay Ledn 1: Edad Media,
Valladolid, 1983 pp. 127132;lp. , fAiNot as sobre documentaci - -n seforial
(1368 1 4 5 £&nCeltiberia(1983), pp. 25261;Ip. , ALa confirmaci -n de documen

Baja Edad Medi a. AHigtarid. lastituciomes. Bocuamentos2s(198b) pp028275;

ID., Documentacién del Condado de Medinaceli (:36%4), Soria, 1993M2 J.SANZ FUENTES A E |

sefiorio de Villalonso. Aproximacion histéricbi p | o m§ El pasal@historemde Castilla y Ledn

cit., pp. 221232; A. B.SANCHEZ PRIETO, AAproxi maci-n a | a Diplom8tica se

emitidosporlossfor es de | a casa de ReavistalGereal dé lsforgdcionsy XI V. y X
[

Documentacions (1995), pp. 392;SaNZ FUENTES  fiCanci | | er Ramsblemedhiasularal e s 0,
en la Edad MedialLeon, 1999pp. 325339.The most recergtatus quadnison the matter i#12M.
CARCEL ORTI, M2J.SANZ FUENTES P.OSTOSSALCEDO, |. J.BAIGES I1JARDI, fiLa Diplom8tica en
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Consequentlyin this papemwe haventended to pagcant attentioto the circumstances
surrounding the material author of ttediedmanuscriptseeking to answer the
following questionswho he was, howe was appointet fulfill his chargewhat his
jurisdictional scopsvas what his role within the seigniorial administratas how

his officewastransmitted, what his background/professional careey etc.

This manuscript can be included io the Castilian medieval registgpology,
that is, prior to the 150Bragmaticaissued by the Catholic Monarch&/nlike the later
modemn notarial protocolsCastilianmedievalnotarialregisters only recorded a brief
entryor minutasummarizing the content of tfi@al business. Iseemed relevant to me,
therefore, to anale these abridgmenits the writingand how theffected the final
understanding of the notes in the eliattion of both, historical andglomatic works.

Another necessanyart of this papewas toidentify themechanisms eptoyed

in theauthentication opublic documentsin this case, ivasparticularlyinteresing to

EspafiaDocenci a e ,AmhwdéisDiplogailcSk (2000), pp. 54661, and particuldy pp.
584-585.

4 Ledn. ArchivoHistérico de Caja Espafitgm now onwardAHCE), Condes de Lun&apeles 246

® The thirdPartida, in its titulo 19, ley 9 and titulo 18, ley 54, conrpelledpublic scribes to keepfal i b r o
r e gi (segisteo ipok) to write down thfe n o t(n@testr emtes) Once the entry was recorded on the
register, the notaryuponcustomer request, could draft the public instrument by fully developing the
formulaeand legal clause3his procedurean until the abovementioned 1503 Alcala de Henares
General Ordinaces.See for instanc®stosSALcCEDO, A Di pl om8ti ca notari al en | a
fasesdeedacci - n y f or TmaSivijla e Geneva: hodalo,adocumemo e commercio

nel | 6et & Milén)189%htpp. 28R 12, particularlypp. 1932192,

® A recent state of the questiarcludinga list of the edited Castilian notarial regis isJ.MaDE LA

OBRA SIERRA, ALos r egi stlrloasn ons@aANBARELIBARELEA arwd MsCoMASs ViA,

(eds.) La escritura de la memoria: los registros. Astde las VIl Jornadas de la Sociedad Espafiola de
Ciencias y Técnicas HistoriograficaBarcelona, 201,20p. 73109.Some studies concerninegisters

and protocolsR. PEREZBUSTAMANTE, El registro notarial de SantillanaMadrid, 19841D., El registro
notarial de DuefiasPalencia, 1989R. PEREZBUSTAMANTE y A. RODRIGUEZADRADOS, L0OS registros
notariales de Madrid, 1441445 Madrid, 1995M. D. ROJASVACA, Un registro notarial de Jerez de la
Frontera (Lope Martinez, 1392Madrid, 1998L. SAMPEDROREDONDO, Escribanos y protocolos
notariales de Gijon en el siglo XM&ijon, 2009M. L. PARDO RODRIGUEZET ALl El registro notarial de
Torres (13821400). Edicion y estudip§&ranada, 2012M2J. SANZ FUENTES Registro de Alfonso

Gonzalez de Bonilla, natio pablico en Avila por autoridad episcopal (1465, junio;1468, agosto, 5)
(forthcoming) A brief study of the registers in San Andrés de Espinarelft th JMENEZ SUAREZ,

Coleccion documental del monasterio de San Andrés de Espinaredal(42@8BLedn, 2005Finally, a
paper studyng the waylocal register reflecteitheimmediatehistoricalcontext in M. GONZALEZ

JMENEZ, ACuaderno de notas deicoda@mom(l46BUHH68nS60p, es8criba
Historia, Instituciones, Documentdkd (1992), pp. 21229
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bring up what happened in eadglministration books, whoggiarantor and issuer was
at the same time, its final holder

Subordinatelythe manuscripds paleographical and codicological stugieere
conducted in order to understand the cbodsand characteristiasf the scriptas well

as the features of theaterial support confection.

2.- Study.
2.1- The scribe. Identity, appointmeand succession in the office:

The author of the manuscriptis Martin Fernandez of Rarco, who in note 72

introduceshimself with the most complete addtailed entitlement dhe register:

Martin Fernandez de Ruyforco, escrivano e notario publicousstro sennor el
rey en la su corte e en todos los sus reynos e senorios, e otrosy notario publico del valle
de Turio por el sennor don Diego Fernandez, conde de Luna egdfienrain
Fernandez of Ruiforco, sceland public notary of our lottie King inhis court and in
all his kingdoms and lordships, and as well public notary of the vafll€grio by the

lord Diego Fernandez, Count of Luna, gtc.

Regarding Is appointnent, it is essential to bearinmihdh at Ki ng Al f onso
legislation sought to monopolize the appointment of public notaries, as this was framed
as an exclusive royal prerogative Al f onso6s wi shes, however,
many of the institutions and social groups that had beemgsoicuments prior to the
advent of his reignt was normal for lords to appoint notaries, and this situation was
actually legally recognized in 1305 by King Fernando IV in the Cortes of Medina del

Campo. Their right to appoint seigniorial scribes was tnerally conceded by King

"P.OsTosSALlcEDOfiL0s escr i byad ms vmWh ldiacd $avalidhcdén defos nt al 6, i n
documentos. Pasado, presente y futitoelva, 2007, pp. 242.

8 partidas, Il, 19, 3. Vid., POstos Salcedo fi L or e n z o uefom, §naeste dedSantidgiog
escr i ban o s CastiMaylelimuruesféudal. Homenaje al profesor Julio Valdeohl,
Valladolid, 2009, pp. 21226, particularlyp. 217.
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Enrique 1l (13671379), who included the concession formula for scribal appointments
in charters concerning the cession of jurisdiction

When it comes tthe relationship between the Quifiones and the public
notariate, two dierent tendencieseemed to have been put into pracbgehese rulers.
This may have depended on whether the notaries were located in the core of their
lordship or in outlying regions. An example of the latter situation is perhaps the notaries
of Cangasin the southwest of Asturias. In this particular case, it seems that the
Quifiones showed no interest in appointing a notary from their network of trusted men
and that they merely collected the taxes attached to that'8ffice

Rather differentvas the sitation in Valdetorio, very close to the city of Leon,
wherea conscious effort on the part of the counts tdroband appoint the notariate
can be detecteds they were to play an essential role in the administration of the most
important territories ofhe lordshipln fact, in 1398 Pedro Suarez de Quifiones, took
possession ovehe Valley of Torio and clearly and specifically commanded the
notaries in the territory not to fulfill the office without owning his permisSion

In Laguna de Negrillos, beonese town which operated for a significant part of
the 18" century as the centre of the lordship, there was a conspicuous number of
Asturian notariesulfilling the public notariateOn the other hand, in Valdetonie
found a more traditional schentbat is, a single public notary, probably belonging to
the seigniorial howes operating throughout a rusadlley. He was a local man and was
succeeded by his own son. We will address this case more deeply later.

° PARDO RODRIGUEZ, Sefiores y escribangs. 26

19\, Calleja Puerta has actually addressed the rather similar case of Tineo (also in the southwest of
Asturias, followed a similar trajectory to that of Cang&slleja Puerta argsehat it was definitely

unlikely that every single seigniorial changeyiyked a consequent variation of the local legal

framework. Instead, Calleja Puerta puts forward that in practice the Fuero (local law) of Tineo remained
in force while the Quifiones merely appointed officers and collected B@ell. CALLEJA PUERTA, A uUn
pri vil egio de Fernando |11 al concejo de I|-a puebla d
1252).VIIl Congreso de Estudios Medievalé4vila, 2003), pp. 398119.

1 (...) mandaua e mandé de parte del dicho sennor rey a los notarios del ditdgianon usasen de

los offigios de la escrivania sien aver su carta de mandamiento par&dloMINGUEZ SANCHEZ,

Patrimonio cultural de San Isidoro de Ledn, 11/1. Documentos del siglo XIV. Coleccién diplomatica
Ledn, 1994, n° 260 arml 486
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In short, it could be stated that dependamgseveral features, such as the

importance of the territory, its proximity to the territorial seigniorial center, or its

historical trajectory of permanence in the lordship, the Quifiones might interest

themselves only in the economic functions of thenate or might demonstrate a clear

and obvious intent to gain and maintain jurisdiction over those offices.
Thenotarialappointmentwas conceived by lords as a privilege, as it was by the

monarchy. Thus, and as Pardo Rodriguez had noted, lords useththedf a formal

privilege, copying from the royal chancery, in order to appoint the scribe, indicating his

territorial scope and giving him the notarial sfgnThere was therefore a clear attempt

to emulate the Crown in this specific aspect (as wefaddan other political acts).

Lords used notaries as an instrument to make their dominion effective over the

administration of justice, local councils and private life; and we must put special

attention to these three elements, since the aforementio68dcddebook comprises

some notes in which the countds scribe wrot

thoseactaaffecting the private life ahe inhabitants aothe valley of Torio, but also to

those regarding the draft of the proceedings of iffejudicial authorities operating in

that territory (there was a peculiar jurisdictional coexistence in the valley of Torio

between the county of Luna, the bishop of Ledn and the abbot of San Isidoro). These

notaries even took part in the seigniorialiquary, which will be addressed below.
Consequently, aside from the ability to fulfill the professional requirements, a

certain grade of loyalty to the lord concerned might have been considered before their

appointment as public notaries in the lordsBipme of those notaries may have had

deeper relationships with the lord, and in fact, we have detected some signs of affection

shown by the count to his officials. For instance, in a letter written by the count, the

recipient, one of his accountants, isadels sed as fAmy friend Al onso

Mor eover, he is also called Wbeloved friend
Furthermore, the territorial boundaries for notarial jurisdiction were established

by the lord himself. In this case, Martin FernandeRwiforco operated throughotite

12 pardoRodriguez Sefiores y escribanog. 26.
13 AHCE, Archivo de losCondes de Lun&rom now on ACL, Papeles411
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valley of theriverTorip a territory belonging to the Qu
13" Century By the end ofhe 15" Century Valdetorio seemed to have worked as a
territorial division within the seigneurial administra on, si nce &ldne count 0
appeared bound to this sateeritory, according to their entitlements.
With regard to the period of time during which Martin Fernandez worked as
seigniorial scribe, he was confirmed in charge of therrabtaffice of thelnfantadoin 6
April 1463. The @unt commanded the council of Torio to have him as the only notary,
as it was used, unda 600 mareediesfine in case of defaulf. However, we can trace
his notarial activity up to 15 June 1453, back to the timenAedro Suarez Il was the
ruler of the House of Quifiones, befdiee county of Luna wasvencreated”.
This condition as the only scribe operating all over the Valley seems to be
supported by other records held in the Archlaeact, the content of theegister itself
confirms this possibility, as | shall explain later in this paper, addressing the judicial
documents.
The control over the appointment of notaries was indeed an important issue in
Late Medieval Castildn fact, such s the importance ofi¢ notariateéhat clashes
betweertown councils and lords commonly amsver the appointment of these
officials. In this particular case, for instanteere isclear evidence of the council of
Valdetorio appointing public notageluring the fourteentteatury'®. However, when
Pedr o de el@deiarfffaddh etso ik control of the valley
wish to have no notaries operating in Torio save those who had received from him a
letter of gopointment. To his initiative, the councdplied that ithadenjoyed the right
to appoint public notaries #ASObuiaugy theche memor
new rulers eventually succeeded in imposing their will and monopolized the

appointment of public scribes in the valley. Elsewher€astile, some councils did

“ AHCE, ACL, Papeles 217,

'3 En Palaguelo, viernes quinze dias del mes de junio del anno de mill e quatrozientos e gincuenta e tres
annos, en @sencia de mi, Martin Fernandez, notario del valle de Turio por el sennor Pedro de Quinone
(...), AH.C.E, ACL, Papeles 289.

16 S. DOMINGUEZ SANCHEZ, Patrimonio cultural de San Isidoro de Leén. Documentos del siglo XIV

(Ledn, 1994), documes94, 146, 18, 205, 227, 230, 235, 236, 241, 245, 246, 260.

" AHCE, ACL, Papeles 289, f. 5r.
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manage to achieve a certain role in proposing or appointing candidates, though mostly it
was the lords themselves who decided and limited the territorial scope for the work of
notaries.

Thus, and always within the limits of Faoresaidurisdiction, Martin
Fernandedrafted and validatedot only private affaires, but also judicial and
municipal evets. This latter aspect is crucial to understand the rural notarities
Leonese aredhere is a relevant number of judicnates in the 1468 register, which
providesan interesting hindbout the lesknown rural notarial sphere. Martin
Fernandez constantly took part in the audiences and inquests carried out by the
seigniorial judicial officers, whicimight be regarded asclear sign of the imitation
followed by the Castilian nobility with respect to ttogal practics. In other words
while the Crown created ti@&hancilleriaand theContaduria the lords employed their
notaries in writing down everything concerning justioe @aconomic mattet$ Either
way, it is important to highlighthat no level of thematigpecializatiorhas been
detected among the seigniorial notaries of the valley of Torio. Intfésnffice wasn
charge of writng all of the business takiqdacein the valley, regardless of subject or
client. It seems, therefore, that the Quifiones employed notaries as an instrument to
make their dominion effective over all the spheres: justice administrdtioal
councils and private life.

We also have some information regarding the transmission of the notarial
registersand nstr ument s af.tWe knovwthat the?press essentaaltys i n g
followed what wastated in the thir®Partida'®. When Martindied t he count &s

the valky of Torio looked over the documentstidun his place of work anithen

'8 PARDO RODRIGUEZ, Sefiores y escribanpg. 50.Pardo Rodrigueaso detected in the County of

Niebla and the Marquis of Tarifa (both in Andalusia) seigalaegulationsontrollingthe judicial

functions of the scribes, highlighting the duty of the scribe to give support to the judge during audiences.
SeeSefiores y escribanpg. 54. With regard to seigniorial administration imitating the royal one, see also
G.F.FERNANDEZ SUAREZ, La nobleza gallega entre los siglos XR¥: los Sarmiento condes de
Ribadavia(Santigyo de Compostela, 2002), p. 26BeCEIROPITA, El condado de Benavenig). 235

248.

¥ The law LV, title XVIII of the thirdpartida established that after tliath of the scribe, the local
alcaldes(judicial authorities) were to go to his office accompaniethtnyes bonogeputable men) from

the municipality in order to collect the notes and registers that they would find there. They were then
required to sdaand guard them until a new scribe was appointed by the king.
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deliveredthem to hisson. o p e . I nterestingly, the word fr
describing the whole proces@&swrittenin plural, which migh indicate the existence
of othercasebooks apart from the 1468 register. Moreover, it seems quite reasonable, in
my opinion, to assume that the compilation of notarial registers had been consolidated
by that age, sinctne fact that the preservedok only refers to documents written
down during the same year suggests rather a consecutive elaboratemisténs on an
annual basisand we have no reason to assume that 1468 represented an unusual year in
this respect. Unfortunately, the external folios, which also served as the covers, do no
survive so there is no trace of any sort of instruction regarding the closing of a casebook
and the opening of a new one.
Martin Fernandez de Ruiforco wiereforesucceeded as the public notary of
Torio by his own son. We know that Lope Gonzalezobtain t he titl e of MfAsc
Kingdbs chamber and scribe and pwhbldischimpotoar vy
from the King EnriquéV on 28 January 1468 In practice, that may simply have been
a formality, since it was the count who effectively employed him. The social aspect,
thus, prevaigd over the institutional one, sindeetkings, far away at their court, held a
merely supervisory position, never altb achieve their original goals as prescribed in
thePartidas We also know that in 1480 Lope was serving as the notary of Torio,
although he may have been active there prior to that date. The document that proves this
appointment is in fact quite intesting?! On the front can be read the privilege letter
that proves his original appointment as a royal notary in 1468. Then, od&Re
1482, Lope took that santetter and showed it to tHeéonsejoReal(Royal Council),
which confirmed it by writing @mew document on the back of the same paper. It is
exactly there, in the address of this letter, where itcan bdiread vos Lope Gon- 8§l
Ruyforco, fijo de Martin Fernandez, notario del valle de T@(to you, Lope Gongalez
of Ruyforco, son of Martinér n8nde z , notary of the valley

Lope was still active as a notary in 149%ut we cannot confirm whether he stayed in

2 AHCE, ACL, Papeles 240.
2L AHCE, ACL, Papeles 240, on the back.
22 Archivo General de Simancas, Registro General del Sello, LEG, 149507, 44.
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Torio or not, since another scribe, Pedro Garcia de Leon, is mentioned in 1488 as the
notary of Toric®® Recarding his personal life, Lope was married to Catalina de Quirés,
vecinaof Ledn. Some of her possessions are also mentioned in the sources: she was the
owner of an estate in Ravaneros, as well as a mill, a field and some gardens and houses
in Le6n?* Besices this reference, we do not know very much about the personal
patrimony of the notaries, other than the fact ahave found evidence of one scribe,
unrelated to the Ruiforco, owning servants

Similarly, there is little tosay about the training ofése notaries. In Castile,
unlike in Italy or even Aragon (where notarial schools were established in the fourteenth
and possibly the thirteenth centtflythere was no special institution where scribes
were trainef’, and there are no studies explonmigether they had a university
formation. Again, the lack of clear evidence is evidence itself. In the absence of training
institutions and corporations, the notarial profession was just another avenue of civil
power. Seigniorial notaries mighaive been iaed in the manorial house and trained
there as well. The skills were learned in the notarial office itself, as with other
professions. The transmission of knowledge and skills remained within the sphere of
familiars™®. It was likely for a son, then, to folv the professional steps of his father, as
he was in close contact with the family professiammt a very early age. This magve
happened in Torio as well, though unfortunately there is no documentary evidence for
it.

23 AHCE, ACL, Papeles 350, 355.

24 Archivo General deéSimancas RegistroGeneral deBello, LEG, 149507, 44.

% AHCE, ACL, Papeles304

% |ssue 13 of the journdlis fugit: Revista interdtiplinar de estudios histéricfuridicos (Zaragoza,

2003), has dedicated several articles to this sulfeet, among many othedsGUNZBERGMoOLL, A E | s

col-legis notarials a Catalunya (36V-X X ) 0, -5& /0 BLANAS ROSSELLG  fi E | Colegio de Not
de Mallorca (Siglos XIVX VI | | ) 698,J.P.[CRUSERLESGOMEZ, ACorporativismo profe
poder politto en la Edad Media. Los notarios de Valencia desde la conquista hasta la fundacién del

Colegio (12381 384 ) 0-146pp. 99

“’MaL.PARDORODRIGUEZ, A Ex §menes para escribano Histdia i co en Ca
Instituciones, Documentp®0 (Sevilla 1993), p. 305.

“8C.DEL CAMINO MARTINEZ, Afir endi zaj e y model os gr&§ficos: entre e
in P. Robinson (ed.)feaching Writing Learning to Write XVle Colloque Internationale de

Paledgraphie Latine (London;2 September ZiB), (London, 2010), pp. 26822.
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2.2.- The 1468 reqgister: archalcontext ad reasons for its preservation:

Thepapelessection of theArchivo de los Condes de Lifiancludes a wide and
varied number of documentary sources: over 900 documents dated between 1285 up to
the 19" century, with a special high volume of domentatiorfrom 14" to 16"
centuriesAmong itsrecord we f i nd, ot ldecumentshisaued bQthe T ones 6
Castilian Monarchy (Crown and Principality of Asturias) and its officeasticularly
corregidore$ and institutionsAudiencia, Contaduridayor); religious institutions
(Monastery of Saint Isidoro of Ledn, Oviedo and Astorga dioceses); notarial
instruments, municipal records, and even documents generated by other aristocratic
families, such as the Enriquélae Osorio,the Pimentel the Acufa or theBazar®.

Despite the existence of notarial documents among these archival relcesds, t
are always preserved in théimal public instrumenversion Consequently, number 246
happens to be the only sample of notarial register in the whole erBleigistrois
actuallythe specific term used by Martin himself to denominate the manuscript in notes
4, 19, 36 and 93.

The luckyand uncommaoipreservation of this sample relies on the fact that, for
some strange reason, it ended up incorporatdteteégneurial archive. Interestingly,
thisis what just happened with the notarial register of Valdecarzana (Asturias), located
some years ago in the archivethatseigneurial hous&his tendency may indicate a
pattern to, hopefullyfind new samples in the future. In other words, it is necessary to
considerthe archival dislocation afotarialregisters and their possible presematin
other archives. Either wathe specificreasons for thpreservatiorof this register

remainundear.In my opinion the most logical explanatiphased on other ragh

29 C.ALvAREZ ALVAREZ andJ.A. MARTIN FUERTES Catalogo del Archivo de los condes de Libedn,
1977); 1 d., AAddenda al Cat §|Achwsléaéseshevisthdevo de | os
estudios y documentacidie los Reinos HisparOccidentales71 (1982), pp. 15989.Some of the
documents were already edited, fully or partly, by the Marquis of AlceeeMARQUES DEALCEDO Y

SAN CARLOS, Los merinos mayores de Asturias (del apellido Quifiones) y su descendgnrites
genealdgicos, historicos y anecdéticusl. 2, (Madrid, 1925).

*0For an historical approach to the history of the lineageAseerez ALvAREZ, El condado de Luna

M. CUARTAS RIVERO, Oviedo y el Principado de Asturias a fines de la Edad Medgedo, 1983P.

GARCIA CARON, Concejos y sefiores: historia de una lucha en la montafia occidental leonesa a fines de
la Edad MediaLedn, 2006C. JULAR PEREZALFARO, Los Adelantados Mayores de Leon (siglos-XIl|

XV). Le6n. 1990.
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similar case¥, is that it may have beéncorporated into the lineage archive after
having been used during a trial to prove th
The presevation itself is thereforethe evidere of the appropriatioof notarial sources
by the lord.
This singularity is furthermore increased by the fact of being a register issued
from a public witing office configured witin a lordship. Very few works anale this
phenomenotf. The study of this register, therefore, allows to focus our research on the
field of the seigniorial diplomatics, the documentary power ofdteemedieval
nobility, as well as its relationship with the pighhotariate. All these eteens

combined make the register of Valdetorio an undoubtedly singular dociment

3.- Entrieslayout in the 1468 reqister

Unlike other medieval Castilian registers of which only some folia have been
preserved, theegisterof Martin Fernandez adapted the formaa &b foliosmall paper
book with no foliation nor bindingHad it had one, the loss must have been early
becauseonthelast folioversq a contemporary hamtacticedsomepenttrials of an
universalnotificatio. Later, a 18" centuryarchivist mistakenly described it as an
ordinance Hordenanza del Infantazgo de Torio

Its state of preservation is rather good, with few humidity stains or damages, just

sonme minimum tears in the final foliavhich in no way affect the text nor its

31 M. HERREROJMENEZ, Padrones y registros notariales medievales abulenses en el Archivo de la

Real Chancilleria de ValladolidAvila, 2010;PARDO RODRIGUEZ, i E I l'i bro réédgotstro de T
cases th preservation of the registeéssassociated to its use trial evidences during the Modern Age.

%2 Among the edited sourcesntil veryrecently we only counted with the edition bétthree boakof

notes of Valdearzana and two registers belonging to the lordship of thedBmate edited by Herrero
Jiménez However, nadetailed study was ever conded on the features of the manuscriptsry

recently, though, we can point out the already cited register of Torres, in the province of Jaén
(Andalucia), which belonged to the Order of Calatr@eePARDO RODRIGUEZ, ET ALII, El registro

notarial de Torres.

% The relevance of the registers for the histoidemsl diplomatis@research is well proved. See, for
instance, the arguments put forwardmYDSTOSSALCEDO, i L 0 S Remspgectigas pam su.

i nvest i gaCaNTARELIOBARELLMandM. COMASVIA, (eds.)La escritura de la memoria: los
registros.Actas de las VIII Jornadas de la Sociedad Espafiola de Ciencias y Técnicas Historiograficas
Barcelona, 2012, pp. 137.
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interpretation. The approxime measures of the paper fai® 15,5 by 22 cm, and
several watermarks have been detected:

AHCE, ACL, Papeles 246, f. 14(fragment) AHCE, ACL, Papeles 246, f. 14\fragment)

AHCE, ACL, Papeles 246, f. 25r(fragment)
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AHCE, ACL, Papeles 246, f. 28r(fragment)

AHCE, ACL, Papeles 246, f. 30r(fragment) AHCE, ACL, Papeles 246, f. 30fragment)
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AHCE, ACL, Papeles 246, f. 32r(fragment).

However, after the firsipproach to its content, the inconsisterares
drawbacksn its composition became more noticealtieginsex abrupto proving the
consequent loss of text which may héesn written in the first folighree, according

to the scheme of the first qujrene of which may have been the cover as well).

123

The second quire is far more cplex, fully according with thelefinition of a
medieval register as a group of quires which due tbirslingacquiredthe outlookof a
book®*,

34 J.BONO HUERTA, fi E pUnh apgriacion especializada: El registro notarial de Duefias y la practica
notarial del r B regisioo notazial @Dsefidpl 61.d.ikewiseeather Castilian registers
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4567851011 12 13 14 15 T 1le 17 18 12 20 21 22 23 24

N —

Such an uncommon group flia explains some chronological contradictions in
the organization of the entries, which not always follow strict temporal ontieghelps
to beter understand the process of elaboration of the register.

The existence of entries suddenly interrupted at the end offottee and
continuednowhere revealsthe loss of more elements of the composition than just the
three initial folios. This is what happens with entry 23, at the end of folio 5v.

Folio 16 presentsanotherparticular featre, since the text of itsecto gets
interruptedwhile in the verso begs a different, new entry. However, emependent
small piece of papecompletes its content. Given the noticeabtenpressiorof the
entry layoutin comparison with that of the others in the same page, it seems that the
notary drew up the writing in aogterior moment, miscalculating the available space
and thus, improvising theaddition of a separated sheet in whioksummarized the

entry.

share the same degree of material complesidy PARDO RODRIGUEZ El registro notarial de Torresp.
20; Cuétara Riesgd/n registro notariaj p. 26.
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AHCE, ACL, Papeles 246, ff.16v and17r.

AHCE, ACL, Papeles 246, ff.16v andl7r.
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The additim of newentries in blank spaces may have not been exceptional,
since such spaces are often found throughout the register (for instance in folio 14v,

another discontinuity zone in the codicological structure)

AHCE, ACL, Papeles 246, ff. 14v and.5r.
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Same happens ih 18r.

AHCE, ACL, Papeles 246, ff.17v and18r.

Or in folio 25v, where severadditionallegacies were written down in a will
coming from the previous pagehichended ugeither waypartially finished.

Sometimes the remainingformation is incorporated at the end, after a different
entry had already been written dotin

Finally, the last two quirefsist on the same pattera binion for folios 2828
and an incomplete querhion for folios 2935 concludethe structure of the codex,
giving the impression of an permanently urdenstruction book to which new pieces
were attached whenever it was necessary.

To sum up, all these evidences indicate that the scribe drafted his notes on an
already prepared gathing to which newquires were bound, shaping the book that

eventually got to us.

35 For instance at the ehof folio 2v, where a new clause was added.
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As for the paleographical notes, tkeript is the usual for this documentary
typology and age: cursive round gothic, easily readable since it doesaabt tree
extreme dexpe of cursivity of theprocesalscript®. It is indeed a fast hand, compelled
by the circumstances, with constant omissions of letters, numerous abbreviations and
variations in the spelling of the same word. In some nibtesscript increases its size
consderably, probablydue to aworse work environmentSometimes the text layout
adopts a certain degree of tilt, conseque
posture, demonstrating anyway that his work was carried out under no ideal conditions.

There isonly one hand throughout the register, anis ihighly likely thatMartin
Fernandez worked solo on this book. Given the rural nature of Valdetorio, the scribe
would not need extra assistance to deal with the worklbadact, he workload
registered forthe whole year is undoubtedly incomparatdethat of a bigger city or
town®".

With regard to numbering expressing quantities, it is normally literally

developed. Only in few exceptiotiee writer used Roman numbers

Entries generally follow a chronolacpl order, although in several moments this
sought order gets disrupfécbecause of several reasons: Some cases they were
caused after the inclusion bifolia used for drafting a particular affair and later bound
together®; in other cases, thougthe chronological alteration can only be explained by
the draft of entriesin previouspaper notesater disappearéd The use of such notes

% For Castilian gothic scripts, sé& J.SANZ FUENTES fiLa escritura g-tica docume.]
Cast i IMJ&ANZ FumnTESY M. CALLEJA PUERTA (coords.).Las escrituras géticas desde 1250

hasta la imprentaOviedo, 2010, pp. 10726

%7 See, for instancd®. OSTOSSALCEDO, Registros notariales deeSilla (14411442).Sevilla, 2010; where

up to 3,000 notes a year are estimated. In fact, there were remarkable diffeearelng the notarial

activity, between the city itself and its countryside. In the city, public notaries exclusively validated

private affairs, while in the surrounding rural areas shared other spaces afMuifiling at the same

time the positiorof escribano de concejor council scribeln short, increasediorkloadmight have

implied notarial specialization. See VIBARDO RODRIGUEZ, i E | notari@a20 de Sevill a.
% For example in entrie®3, 51, 52, 57, 67 and 98.

%9 Clearly seen in thbifolium which comprises folio43 and 14, usetb record a surveying. The notary

was likely to just carry the bifolium with himiuring the surwang (which seems to match with drastic

calligraphic deterioration and ink stains) and later bound it to the register.

“%|n entries 67 and 98, for example.
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points into the possible use of the-itrstrumental system (notegisterpublic
instrument™.

Text does not cover the whole quire. Some sheets weréotefty or partially
unwritten. Onlya section markslightly similar to a pieglemouche,seems to indicate
the beginning of an entry, although these marks repeatedly show up throughout the text,
making quite difficult the correct distinction, delimitation and identification of the
entries, whose final number has been conventionally estimated’in 99

Unlike othercontemporaryCastilian registersno chronological headingaere
usedto date entriesvhich were written down the same day or mofithUnlike the
public scribes working in bigger towns, Martin Fernandez faced a workload which did
notjustify a meticulous organization of the eesifor an easidater consult. Irfact, for
the most of the daysot even a single entry was written down in the regifdecause of
this, instead oincluding headings, each enstarts by its correspondent time and place
dates.Time dates usually include the day of the week, the day of the month, the month
and the yemexpressed with Roman numbers (normally LXVIII, althouigis possible
to find LX1I11 *, as well). Entries regarding judicial acts canefrenmore sgcific and
include the exact moment of the day, normallyna or tercia. Finally, the chronology

follows the Julian calendathe Christian ea’ and, probably,the Christmas style.

“1In the notarial register of Torres (Jaén, Andalucia), some entries are chroabyatjgprdereecause
of this reason todSeePARDO RODRIGUEZET ALIl, El registro notarial de Torres,, p. 27.0n thetri-
instrumentabystem in medieval Castile, sdeBONO Y HUERTA, Los archivos notarialeqSevilla, 1985),
p. 22;L. PAGAROLAS SABATE, Los archivos notarialeQué son y como se trata(ijén, 2007), p. 44.
“2| have also subdivided some of the entrfesticularlysomereferred to judicial audiences. By doing
so, | have tried to indicate that thamatries could addresdfaireswhich, despite being different, were
deeply relatedeitherthematically or procedurallylhe truth is thapoor writing andlack of physical
individualization compromised the identificai and iividualization of some entrie€onsequently, the
solution | have adopted regardiegtry numerationdespitenot being totallyaccurate, seemed to e
mosteffectiveone

“3The same lack of chronological heagircan be found in the registers of Tol@EePARDO
RODRIGUEZET ALII, El registro notarial deTorres.., p. 27) or Duefias (Palencia, Castilla y Leén) (see
BONOHUERTA, i Ep 2 IPEREZBUSTAMANTRE, El registro notarial de Duefiag. 63).

4 Entry 4, for instance.

“ |berian kingdomsad is own era, called Hispanir Spanistera, usedn Castiletill 1383.To convert
from a date in the Christian era to the corresponding year in the Hispanic era, add 38 to the Christian era
year
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Place dates amonstantly modified, which proves that Martin Fernandez himself
wasthe one who moved around the valley drafting affaires. Only in very few excgption
he did metion thelocus loci When an entry shares time date, place date, or both, with
the previous one, the notary did not develop the whole date again, but just includ a
reference (in the aforementioned daw,este dicho dja

There are no thematic headintgt allow for aneaser identification of the
content of the entries, at ledsey were notised systematically. In very rare exceptions
words liketutela, poder, cartavere recorded in the margffisand exceptionally there

is only one noté sacése statingthe final issue of the public instruméht

AHCE, ACL, Papeles 246, f. 2v (fragment

AHCE, ACL, Papeles 246, f. 2v (fragment)

The cancellation of somentries seems to have been indicated by crossing them
out with vertical or slightly oblique lines, although this procedure does not seem very
consistent.

The general impression after having a look at the register is that it was
elaborated with a certalack of order, organization andrme. This might have been due

“8 This sort of marginalia can be fouirdentries 4, 8, 19, 42, 72, 79, 90. Moreover, there is a quantity
expressedh the margin oentry90.
“"Entry 11.
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not to the notarydés | ack of skill, but rath

mentioned attainable workload, along with the traditional absence of concern regarding

record preserven, widely spread in the Castilian writing offices, contributed to its

final aspect. Some entries seem to have been drafted in a very simplarticijar

personal way, as simple noteshelp Martin remembering the basic facts of the affair.

This sinplification and schematization, with continuous and abunel@antbecomes

excessive at certain points, making the text interpretation and study rather difficult.
Authentrcation is rathesuccinct, a common featurenmedieval Castilian

register&®. Entries are normally closed by an escathocol including the reference to

witnesses (generally three and the notary, although in this register this number may

vary between two and five), yet their signatures were never written dfomaily, the

half-paraphwas frequently used in the bottom of each sheet, although following no

order or systeff.

AHCE, ACL, Papeles 246, f. 1r (fragment)

“8SeeP.OSTOSSALCEDO, fiLos escry blamowsalpivu & ¢ iclawalidhagénderros nt al o, i
documentosPasado, presente y futyrHuelva, 2007), pp. 242, particullary pp. 3-B9.

91t appears in foliodr-5r, then getinterrupted, and appears agairfolios 10r-10v, 19¢20v, 22r and

29v.
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4 - Content of theentries.

All the entries were recorded throughout 1468, with just one exception recorded
in January 1469. Entries cover the period of time between January and December,
although it is impossib to date the first two onggven that the register is incomplete
in its beginning. Ihasalreadybeen explained how thentries are merely brief notes,
and never the whole final text of the public instrument. Such abbresaiitmpboth,
objective and subjective styles of writing. Either way, the suspension of form clauses
was indeed constant, only indicated by its beginting

The most inconspicuous atacteristic of thaffairesrecorded in the boois the
fact that they belong to three different spheres, demonstrating how the lack of
specialization became an archetype inAkturleoneseural world. Indeed, together
with private documents, Martin Feémdez developed an intense activityussi¢e
scribe andequally important, he took part in the local council meetings by acting as its
scribe?

4.1 - Judicial documents

Martin Fernandez not only recorded thevaté affairs of hisieighbors he also
played an important role as the notary in chargerdaing down judicial acts in
Valdetorio.In fact, the number of entries related to judicial affaireguige similar to

that of private business, whieaftiows to document a rather complex jurisdictiona

0 Entry 92, probably becausewas related to another orecorded athe end of 1468.

°1 J.BONO Y HUERTA, Los archivos notarialegSevilla, 1985), p. 19.

2 For the sake of the length of this papenly judicial and municipatotes are briefly addressed here,
since they constitute one of the most conspicuous featutbis aégister. Entries relatinyivate affaires

are predominant in all the Castiliantarial egisters studied so far. In this case, they touch the traditional
documentaryypes( f ol | owi ng Dr . B olmm)dscuneehtarsferingthec at i on, see
representation of people (representation contracts, marital license deeds, guarantor appgintments)
documents referring goods (buying and selling contracts, exchanges, donations, leases), documents
referring real or personal credit (bondshitral agreements, payment deeds)stis causaelonations and
hereditary successions (wills, hereditary partitions),A#8n, | have not included here the thorough
diplomatic study of the entries (including the study of its internal clauses and formulae), which actually
constitutes a central part thfe original study.
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frameworkrunning in the valley of Torio. That i spite of being a territory

belonging to the Count of Luna, there were judges representing alien authorities (the
Bishopric of Ledn and the Abbey of San Isidoro, in the same city), whose audiences
were interestinglyrecorded by Martin himsetfs well

At this point, it is ne@ssary to address some basic questions was this
shared jurisdictional situation articulated? How did it actually work? Were there any
conflicts among the rival authorities ti@ke over the valley? Lidy enough, the
Archivo de los Condes de Luhastsdocumentation that shreds light on this apparently
complex situation. In the first place, it is necegga clarify that the valley oforio
belonged tdhe original Quifia e rdship (n 25 February 1285, King Sancho IV
confirmedthe mercy) Apparently, in 1480 thexistingdelicate balance of power broke
apart initiating a long trial for the control of the valley. Because of this,dDieg
Fernandez de Quifiones I, first couht.ana, begano collect information about the
jurisdictional situation of the vall&y;

In spite of being vassale three different lords, all theecinogmales with
properties and thus full rightsf the valley could be summoned to the same general
council. The count of Lunappontedtwo judges with both civil and criminal
jurisdiction all over the valley. On the other hand, the jurisdiction of the bishop of Ledn
and the abbot of San Isidoro wawilied to the appointmewf judges within their
respectivgurisdictions,andit exclusivelyconcernectivil jurisdiction. In fact, several
witnesses interrogated during the inquesported how the criminals arrested by the
bishod a nd a b b o twérs to befdélivered ta thescounty judges. Moreover, the
punishment instruments, like the gallows, the trap and the chareplacedin
Villasinta, a village belongingtd h e  Clordship*d_ikewise, the countjudges
were the onlyoneable to summie the gerral council, held in the placalled La
Matilla, and they were as well tlomes responsible for collectinthe taxes in the valley.
Furthermoreite counci | seal , measur es avasdal wei ght s

Although we have just poietl out howthe bishopa n d  a jodgestiad Isnited civil

° AHCE, ACL, Papeles 289, 290and 291.
** ALvAREZ ALVAREZ, El condado de Lunap. 305306.
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jurisdiction, the truth was bothaivlahdhe Count 0
criminal affaires concerning all the vassals in the valley, regaroféksir lord. The
registration of tk inhabitantsfor example, was another affair exclusivelypervised
bytheCount 6s judges. Finally, the |l ast quest:
of special conam for this studythere was but only one scribe operating in Valdetorio,
andit was to be appointed exclusively by the Count. According tosthiement
Martin Fernandez would have been the only notary in the valley.

It seems, therefore, that some sort of shared jurisdictional situatkrplace in
Valdetorio. However, it seenagiiteclear as welthatt he ¢ o u nwadctearly ust i ce
predomnant, although it should be interesting to redwht othe sources, issued by the

bishopric and the abbacy, state in this respect.

4.2- Municipal documents (eetings proceedinyis

As it has alreadybeen put forward in this paper, all ttheee diferent writing
spheregprivate, judicial and municipal) relied on Marfiernandez. In fact, all of the
businessvere registered in the same phgdgpacethat is,this register.

Therefore Martin Ferndndez wrote dovas wellthe entriegeferred to the
proceedings of thgeneral council of the Valléy; the farmer councif and everthe
abbacy brotherhodd The delegation of the draft ofunicipal affairs to public notaries
was widely spread irCastile®, and inthe casé/aldetoriomade perfect sense, since

°° Entry 45.

% Entries 5, 6and 7.

" Entries 60, 61, 62, 63nd 65.Unfortunately | have been unable to confirm what sbodtherhood
actudly was. Was it a reference to the abbey of San Isidafrd.edn?Or was it ratherthe village of
Abadengo, in the same valley of Ta®? The query othe records of the archive of tReal Colegiata de
San Isidoro, didhot shred light on this matteeither(see A. VINAYO, Archivo Capitular de San Isidoro

de Leon : indice registro de la documentacién en papel y pergaminos incorporados2(0bj2 edn,
2010).However given the similarities of the diplomatic structure and the fact that theglsoeneeting
proceedings, | toolkhe decision of inclding them in this group.

*8 This has been already mentioned (vid. n. T8)e most exceptional case may have been that of Seville,
where there was a Major Council scribe owned by the Pineda family in the 15thycémtspite of also
being a public notary, the title holder was exclusively in chargkaifing the Council affaireSeeMaL.
PARDO RODRIGUEZ, Lafescribania mayor del Concejloe Sevi | | a en W.RRevEndradDTNDeEdi a0, i n
HeEMPTINNE, (ed.), La diplomatique urbaine en Europe au moyen afetes du congrés de la Commission
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both, workload andequiredievel of specializationwere considerablpwerthan those
of bigger urban entities.

Consequently, and despitee fact thatn noentry Martin Fernandez entitled
himséf as the council scribe, it cdre assumed that in these ndtesacted as such
Although no element of validation on behalftbé counciwas employed to
authenticate these affairs in the registez know they did exist, and thus the council

hadthe capacity to issue and authenticate its own docurtfents

5.- Conclusion

Although some scholars haatreadydevoted some of their works to stuithe
role played by the public notariate in Castili@ndships, unfortunatelyery little has
beendocumented in this respe&ardo Rodrigugzvhose attempt to address tmsitter
has been possibly the masriousand ambitiouswondered ifin effect the use of
registers was consolidated practide seigniorialnotarial office&’.

The study of tts casebook proves, on the one hand, the existémpueblic
notaries working for the house of Quifiones, and on ther bind, the use of registers
asacommon tool in their professioMoreover, thé papehasintended tashred light
on professionahnd ®cial aspects of a seigniorial scribe who operated in a deeply rural
territory, far away from the bettelocumented, urban notarial offices.

Regarding the external features of the manuscript, it can be concludédshat
less elaborated aneéssinternd organized than other Castilian casebooks (Santillana,

Duenfias, SevilleMadrid, Jerez)n fact, its outward appearancecisaracterizethy a

internationale de Diplomatique, Gand,-29 ao(t 1998LouvainApeldoorn, 2000, pp. 35381.For an overview on
municipal scribe offices in Castile, sSEeCORRAL GARCIA, El escribano de concejo en la Corona de Castilla
(siglos XXVII), Burgos, 1987The use of public scribesf the numberin reference to the closed
number of public scribes allowed to work in any given city or town) as council sdnévesbeen
documentedn Santiago de Composte{& AzQUEZ BERTOMEU, Notarios, notarias...p. 95), Oviedo &t
least in the 14th century. A thesis under the direction of Miguel Caflegata, is been conducted by
Olaya Rodriguez Fueyo in the Department of History of the UniversityDviedo regarding the
beginnings of royal public notariate in Oviedo (12630))or several Andalusian cities (except from the
already mentioned Seville, S@STOSSALCEDO Y PARDO RODRIGUEZ, El notariado andaluzgit.).

%9 AHCE, ACL, Papeles289

%9 PARDO RODRIGUEZ, Sefiores y escribangsp. 5153.
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permanentack of care and internal organization, probably caused by the nature of the
manuscripand, morespecfically, by the surrounding working conditions. On the one
hand, it has been already explained how Castilian notarial registers suffered from
massive destructigmpartly explained by thiack of interestn their preservation showed
by their holders, that jshe notaries themselves. On the other hand, the unclear,
imprecise composition of some of the notes seems to reveal that the person imtharge
writing them dowrhadalreadyall the information he ight have needed for the final
public instrument issuand, thus, just recordelde elemental data the register as a
personal reminder. This may explain the continunisgtakes made throughout the
register, the frequent changedtie style of the compition in the same entry, the
substantialariation in the internal structure of the same type ofspete. Furthermore,
the absence of a clear physical separation of the entries, as well as the scant number of
thematic titles for them, might indicateatithe visual identification of the notes was not
keenly sought by the author, which should make us reflect on the true posterior use of
this particular registét. All these elements, combinedth an affordable workload,
explain the abovementioned lackaaire put in its elaboration.
Theannualchronologicalimit of the manuscriptnay indicae awidely spread
use of registerfkather than thinking of the uniqueness of this samid®eamsnore
plausibleto think of the elaboration of annuzdsebooks wich have not been
preserved. Our hypothesis for its unusual preservation dueugeitss an evidence in
some trial haslready been suggested. Eithexy, the importanand remarkable fact is
its preservation in a seigniorial archive. The appropriatidche@fiocumentary
production mighbe regarded as the archivasult of the effective power exerted by the

Count over the notarial offices.

®1 Daniel L. Smail links the absence of in@sin the 15th centurjudicial registers of Marseilledéspite
being a wellknown practice in the previous century) with an immediate postesimume by the jdge.
They were nbelaborated with an archivpurpose, since no later queries are detectedDSkEeSMAIL ,
The consumption of justice. Emotions, publicity and legal culture in Marseille,-12%3 Correll
University Press, 2003, g53.
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Finally, we must insisbn the rde played by Martin as a k&yement in his
| or d6és admi ni%sTheordginal public \agatoa of thasairsyal civil
servants was eventually interfered by the nobility in its lord§hiphe office was
learnt at home and fath&s-son transmitted, making the office patonialization
easier. Notarial officegherefore, becaena resort of the county by assuring its control
within the circle of a family of loyal servafifsin fact, Diego Fernandez de Quifioniés
was theonly one with the right to appoint scribes in Valdetorio, which reinforced his
predominant position ahead miunicipal and religious institutions, actual rivals for the
control over the valley jurisdiction. Indeed, Martin performed a cruciaimdlee
administration and justice of the lordship by projecting the authority of the Gwant
thevassals and the seof institutions. As the only scribe in the valley, he represented
the seigniorial jurisdiction in all three spheres, private, judicial and munivigmust
conclude then, thahé Count emplogda wiiting professionafor the sake of his
administratio, but also of his social, politicand juridical legitimation.

The appointment afotaries is as well another dimension of the struggle fought
among the late medieval social groups in Castile and promesvriting playedan
important roleas a politial weaporas well On the one handhobles refused to accept
Al fonso X6s attempts to establish the appoi
royal prerogativeOn the other handt, should not be neither forgotten the fact, perhaps
even more importanthatthe deep seignioralizatiasf the kingdom ¢onsequence of
both, the war campaign standstill in the saaftthe peninsulaand the ascent of the

house of Trastamara to the throhe) to an important loss of municipaflurence and

%2 pARDO RODRIGUEZ, Sefiores y escribanpog 31.

% In fact othercasef public scribes playing a significant role within the comital administratam be

found in the sources. For example, Pedro Rodriguez de Lena was the responsibleifigr Diedo

Ferndndede Quitnes | and hi s wi f e 6 Pedwialthenticated thehvid witBthd=e br uar y
traditional formula of royal public notarieslowever, 4 yearfater, he is found again entitled Bsego

Ferrg n d eaecéuntantAHCE, ACL, Papeles 143 and 18.

® In this regard, Ostos Salcedo shows how Lorenzo Suérez de FigGersa Master of the Order of

Santiagohad under his control the exam for scribe of the applicants to the notaries within the territories

belondng to the Order, as Wleof those who already worked fdots chancey. See OSTOS SALCEDO,

AfiLorenzo Su8rez de Figueroao, p. 216.
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