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Barak KUSHNER teaches modern Japanese history in the Faculty of Asian & Middle Eastern Studies at the University of 
Cambridge. He has written numerous articles and book chapters, along with three monographs: Men to Devils, Devils 
to Men: Japanese War Crimes and Chinese Justice (Harvard University Press, 2015); Slurp! A culinary and social history 
of ramen - Japan's favorite noodle soup (Brill, 2012); and The Thought War - Japanese Imperial Propaganda (Hawaii, 
2006). He recently launched a 5-year European Research Council funded project “The Dissolution of the Japanese 
Empire and the Struggle for Legitimacy in Postwar East Asia, 1945–1965.”

The goal in today’s talk will be to first explore what happened in the lesser well-known but equally 
important war crimes trials that so rarely get mentioned in the West. These are the 5,700 individuals 
indicted in approximately 2,244 cases in 49 venues across East Asia from 1946-1954, and then 
again in 45 cases by the Communist Chinese in 1956. I will explore the nature of the pursuit of war 
crimes charges within East Asia and what it represented, how it was perhaps different from the 
European stage, and the manner in which Chinese and Japanese grappled for the limelight while 
wrestling with the issues of war crimes on the international scene.wrestling with the issues of war crimes on the international scene.

At the same time I will endeavor to shed light on how this issue then transformed in post-1950 
China, Taiwan and Japan and what the legacy of the pursuit of war crimes became. The fact that the 
issue still ignites fury within the political right in Japan, and garners emotion in China, demonstrates 
that to understand what we currently face in East Asia requires first to delve into the processes that 
sought to legitimate authority in the collapsed spheres of the former Japanese empire. The war 
crimes trials were a microcosm of this history.

This event is supported by the INALCO.

The conference will be held in English and French.

Advanced registration is recommended via email : ffj@ehess.fr

Discussants: Alain Delissen, EHESS ; Samia Ferhat, Université 
Paris Ouest Nanterre - La Défense ; Henry Rousso, Institut 
d’histoire du temps présent, CNRS
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